MINISTER’S  MESSAGE

Hi Everyone,

This is my last “Minister’s Message” for the year and I can’t believe how quickly 2007 has flown.  As I write this for our December church magazine and our website, I look back over the events for the year and I am amazed at the changes and events that have shaped my life so much since January.  Some have been happy and some sad.  My spiritual life has widened in my new role; my material life has changed with my retirement and I’ve said farewell to some beautiful people as they’ve made their journey to spirit.  I look forward to 2008 and all it holds, with the knowledge that every year provides us with opportunities and experiences for our soul to grow in wisdom and understanding.  Embrace them all and endeavour to learn each lesson presented to you.  Know that nothing stays the same forever, so if 2007 has been a “nothing” year, look for the openings offered in 2008 to make positive steps forward on your journey. 

Sadly, I have to advise of the passing of Betty Goeldner, a church member for many years, who returned to spirit on 29th Oct and her funeral at Mt. Thompson Crematorium, was held on 5th Nov.  Our condolences go to all her family from everyone at the church.  Betty was a lovely spiritual lady who wrote and collected inspirational passages that were often used in the church magazines during the 1980s and 90s.  Bless you Betty.  May you continue to inspire others from the world of spirit.

Whilst sorting out some paperwork recently, I found a card someone had sent me with the following verse, which I’d like to share, as it’s very appropriate for those times when we are missing family or friends who have passed to spirit.





PERHAPS


Perhaps, if we could see the splendour of the land


To which our loved are called from you and me


We’d understand.


Perhaps, if we could hear the welcome they receive


From old familiar voices – all so dear –


We would not grieve.


Perhaps, if we could know the reason why they went


We’d smile – and wipe away the tears that flow


And wait content.

Over the past few months, although that we have said our goodbyes to several souls who have chosen to return to spirit, at the same time there are also souls who have chosen to return to the earth-plane for further experiences and higher learning.  When we look at these young babes, especially when they are additions to our own family unit, we are filled with love for them and the last thing we think about is the fact that they are souls like us returning to pursue the growth of the spirit.  We see that beautiful cuddly baby and rejoice, but spirit knows the pathway that soul has chosen and there is sadness for the trials and tribulations that lie ahead as it experiences all the lessons it has chosen.  How often do we hear people say that they are not coming back here again?  It’s not an easy path, but the earth-plane provides every situation a soul needs for its progression and because the soul encounters the hardships it does, progress is more rapid than that undertaken in the realms of spirit.  The earth is a planet of learning, a school of experiences and lessons for soul growth and that is why it will never cease to exist.  Man may damage and pollute much of the earth through his mismanagement, wrong thinking and greed but he will never be allowed to totally destroy it. No other plane of existence has the myriad of opportunities for soul growth as the earth-plane and spirit has the means to prevent man from annihilating it.  Yes, we have freewill but even Silver Birch says that there are limits to it.

Many of the souls who are incarnating at the present moment, are returning to help the earth through the various changes that are occurring at this time in its evolution.  They have knowledge that will help with the problems we are facing now and the new problems the future will present.  We have all chosen to be here at this time to spread the knowledge we have and to do our best to bring love, light and inspiration to our world, so now when you look at that beautiful little soul who has made its way to our planet, instead of seeing a baby, see the soul that it is and send blessings for the lessons it has chosen and any work for spirit it has undertaken.  You may well be gazing upon a “Mother Theresa”, a Master, or a great spiritual teacher.  When we look upon another soul, unless we have been greatly blessed with higher knowledge, we do not know the extent of that soul’s spiritual progress.  That is why it is so important not to make judgements about others.  So much depends upon the lessons that soul has chosen in this particular lifetime.  They may have adopted what would appear to be a lowly role in life, a life of need, poverty or dependence but if they enjoyed a previous life of high gratification and wealth, they may well be looking to experience the lessons of humility, faith and simplicity. 

The Master Jesus exemplified the importance of simplicity in his teachings and in his life.  We miss so much if we devote our lives to the accumulation of wealth and riches to the exclusion of our spiritual needs.  Our spiritual progression is the only thing we can take with us when we pass over, so why waste a lifetime on material gains?  Again, as in all things, we need to find balance – balance in maintaining our material needs with our spiritual needs.  We all live busy lives but we need to be able to “go into the silence” to strengthen our connection with spirit and receive the direction we look for along our pathway.  Do we really need to watch some of the trivia on TV or could we take a little time out to link in with our teachers beyond the veil?

As I begin to think about putting up the Christmas Tree for my granddaughter and counting the number of folk I’ll have for Christmas dinner, I would like to take the opportunity of wishing you all a wonderful time during the festive season, hopefully with family and loved ones and may 2008 bring you health, happiness and lots of spiritual growth.  We must also turn our thoughts to all those higher guides in spirit who have worked so tirelessly throughout the year guiding and inspiring their charges to reach new heights of achievements and understanding.  Silver Birch tells us that they retire to the higher realms at this time to converse with souls even more advanced than they are, to discuss the progress achieved and further projects still to be undertaken.  We send them all our thanks for their devotion to helping mankind’s unfoldment and knowledge.

Blessings to you all, wherever you reside, and may you have a safe and enjoyable Christmas and New Year.  Our church activities will be closed until the first week of February, apart from our Sunday Services, but I look forward to catching up with you all again in the February church magazine and website update.

Love, light and joy to everyone.

Wendy

