MINISTER’S  MESSAGE

Hi Everyone,

September has seen the passing of two members of our church family, Bill Bell who passed on Thursday 13th after a courageous battle with cancer and John Muller who passed on Saturday 22nd after a sudden heart attack.  Our thoughts are with the families and friends of both Bill and John and we ask for strength and support for them all at this difficult time.  Whilst we acknowledge their grief and sadness, we also celebrate the return to spirit of two souls who having completed their earthly tests and trials are now free of all bodily discomfort and pain and are able to enjoy once again the blessings of their true home.  May the love and light of the Divine Spirit surround them bringing them the guidance, direction and peace they have earned during their earthly journey.

Several of the beautiful souls I met when I first came to the church over 20 years ago have now either passed to spirit or are frail and nearing the end of their stay on the earth-plane.  The contributions they have made to the church however will live on.  We have material legacies from Rev. Frank Bruce such as the rostrum furniture and the building extensions to accommodate the toilets, new library, healing room, office and downstairs kitchen.  We have the spiritual gifts given so freely by so many in the form of healing, counselling, compassion and understanding.  These energies will always ensure the church will continue to grow and prosper as we who follow on build on the wisdom and the love of those who have preceded us.

With the passing of those we love and the realisation that life is fairly fleeting, it’s a good time to look at our own journey; how far we’ve come; how far we have yet to go, and what we need to accomplish in the near future.  I believe many of us had big plans when we decided to reincarnate on the earth at this particular time in its evolution.  Are we listening to our instincts, our intuitions, and our promptings from spirit to be where we should be?  As we know, spirit cannot live our lives for us, but they can nudge us (or push us in some cases!) to direct us to where we can best achieve the spiritual goals we have set ourselves. 

As we become older, each decade or decades of our life bring their own particular joys, whether it is career, marriage, a family, travel or a special vocation.  There are times when we are totally committed to the care of others and times when we can follow our own desires.  If we embrace each change of direction our life takes, knowing that it is through experiencing these different situations we will grow and expand our awareness and understanding, each change becomes a positive occurrence with purpose and reason. 

As I enter this new phase of my journey; retirement, I am totally enjoying my life.  (I hope I haven’t jinxed myself by saying that!!)  I feel that I’m old enough to have gained a certain amount of wisdom through the years, (that may be up for scrutiny!!), I can still participate actively in life, baby sit responsibly and my health is good.  This is definitely a ‘me’ time and although I’m busy, I intend revelling in the ‘me’ time for as long as I can!  How important it is to live in the present moment and treat each day as if it were your last.  None of us know what tomorrow will bring and none of us want the regrets of “if only I’d done this or that”.  One moment we are children, then we are parents, then we are grandparents and then we are knocking on spirit’s door ready to return home.  How quickly, in retrospect, those years pass by, especially when it is door-knocking time!   The gift of life was given to us for a purpose, to enable us to expand our spirituality through service to those less fortunate than ourselves.  As we become older, we become more aware of the frailties that can beset us with age and here is a wonderful opportunity for us to be of service.  While we are fit and healthy ourselves we can lend a helping hand to those who are unable to get out and about even if it is just to collect some shopping for them or walk their dog.  Our church has some beautiful souls who spend many hours calling on folks in nursing homes and visiting those in hospitals and they are wonderful examples of what being spiritual is all about.  Not everyone is in a position to do this of course, but sometimes just a quick phone call to a neighbour who hasn’t been seen for a while is a nice gesture in case they are ill.  There are so many ways in which we can serve. 

We sit in development groups to expand our spiritual gifts and through meditation become more closely attuned to our spirit guides and helpers.  In time some sitters will become clairvoyant, clairaudient, clairsentient or spiritual healers but at all times it is important to realise that these gifts are being developed so they can be used as tools of service.  When ego takes over, spirituality goes out the window.  It is part of human nature to be elated when we find ourselves progressing with a particular spiritual gift but we need to use this exhilaration to propel ourselves towards even greater achievements knowing that we will then be able to help even more people along our journey.  The path of service would seem to be a selfless one in many ways.  We develop the gifts of the spirit to help others but at the same time we are also aiding our own progression so it is in fact reciprocal and a good example of the operation of natural law.

During the last few weeks I’ve spoken to two different people who have become very engrossed in tracing back their family tree and both of them have traced family members all over the world and back through many generations.  The more you think about it, the more you realise that although we are all brothers and sisters animated by the same Divine Spirit, there’s every chance that we are also linked together through remote connections on a physical level as well. So although we are part of a smaller, intimate family group, we can also be part of a much wider family group with members from many countries and continents.  The family of man!  We’ve all heard that expression and we all have our own understanding of what it means.  Silver Birch tells us that “All life is inseparable” and “the whole of creation was born to be free”, so when we talk or think about the family of man perhaps we should extend our vision to encompass the whole of life and everything created by the Great Divine Spirit.  Once we begin to broaden our horizons and acknowledge that all life is sacred and inseparable, how can we possibly hurt, harm, enslave or kill anything animated by spirit?  

Our world has a long way to go before it achieves the level of progress it should have reached, but as we know, progress starts with just one small step and we can each make a difference by taking that step forward now and making some changes in the areas of our life that need attention. It’s amazing how quickly the spirit world gather around to help us when once we take that first step.  It may be a diet we keep putting off, the gym we mean to join or that first step to quitting smoking.  It may be a healing or meditation group we have thought about starting and not got around to.  Don’t put off activating the thoughts and ideas spirit is feeding you.  Remember the words of one of our hymns, “Someday there’ll be no tomorrow”, so don’t delay.  Just do it!    

God bless you all in your endeavours and never underestimate the importance of spreading spiritual love and understanding wherever you can.  We need that light and spiritual knowledge to lighten our world and uplift as many souls as possible.

Blessings to you all and may your pathway be smooth.

Wendy

