Minister’s Message

Greetings friends,

All of us at the church were very sad to hearing of the passing of Mike and Annegret McDonagh’s son Michael at the age of 42.  Mike and Annegret have been stalwarts of the church for many years and they and their family are in our loving thoughts during this time of grief.   It was pleasing to see almost 200 people at the funeral on 1st July, and the family were overwhelmed at the level of support and sympathy they received.  Michael is in the safe arms of spirit, but for those left behind, it is time that will be the great healer and the continuing support and understanding of friends and colleagues.

I never fail to be amazed at the way spirit are able to mould the way we work so there is more co-ordination at our church services.  Very often a speaker will comment at how appropriately the philosophy reading links into their chosen subject, when they haven’t discussed with anyone else what they will be talking about.  We find also that sometimes spirit want to push a certain topic and several speakers all choose to talk about the same thing at the same time.  On Sunday 24th July, both our afternoon and our evening speaker spoke about “Faith” and when I linked to spirit for some guidance with this month’s magazine topic, it was “Faith” that came through once again.  This obviously then is the subject of the moment!

There are several definitions in the dictionary for the word “Faith”, the first being the most obvious one “the belief and trust in and loyalty to God” but I also noted in my dictionary that it stated “firm or unquestioning belief in something for which there is no proof”. On this point, Silver Birch tells us not to go with “blind” faith but to add the word “knowledge” instead.  Faith acquired through knowledge is far more powerful than blind faith and what we as spiritualists try to demonstrate and teach in our churches.  We are encouraged to test spirit at every opportunity and if we do, our belief system will be strengthened more and more.  Spirit help us in many different ways and encourage us to trust our intuitions and “gut feelings”.  When we test spirit and go against our intuitions, we usually kick ourselves afterwards and think, “I knew that would happen.  Why didn’t I follow my feelings?”

When our link with spirit is strong enough, when we have the knowledge that we are eternal beings and life on earth is just a temporary situation, when we know they won’t let us down, then our faith becomes stronger and we are more able to accept situations where we struggle to see purpose or reason. We then understand that we cannot have all the answers in one lifetime and spirit will give us only what we are able to assimilate at the level we are on.  

Sometimes it can take many, many years to reach the point where trust between the soul on the earth-plane and his guide/helpers in the spirit world is strong enough to provide the level of faith needed to bring comfort in every-day life.  It is wonderful to have the faith to know that although there are problems to be surmounted, everything will work out the way it is meant to, a Divine Plan is in action and there is a reason and purpose for every life however long or short that life may be.  Faith is the great comforter.  Faith, acquired through knowledge, will give us all the “proof” we need that Divine Laws operate and everyone of us has a special part to play in life.

Love and blessings until next month.

Wendy

