Minister’s Message

Greetings Friends,

I do hope you’re all managing to keep warm as we move through these chilly mornings.  Out in the western areas of Ipswich and surrounds, we’ve been experiencing a few minus starts to the day, but the days are still beautiful so we have a lot to be grateful for.  Don’t forget that our animal friends feel the cold the same way we do, so see that your pets are warm and snug with coats and blankets to keep the cold out.

On 13th June we lost one of the life members of the church, Betty Kingston, and our love and condolences go out to her family at this time.  We enjoyed a lovely family gathering at her sister Olly’s house and shared stories and memories with friends and relatives.  I thank Betty’s son Mark for his kind invitation to all of Betty’s friends at church to join them at this time.  Mark mentioned that Betty told him at the hospital that she had been visited by her husband Charlie, Mark’s father, (who had passed to spirit over 40 years ago) and he told her he was coming to collect her the next day to take her bowling.  She asked Mark whether he minded if she went.  Mark said that he was happy for her to go with Charlie.  Six hours after that conversation, Betty passed to spirit.  How wonderful to have further proof that our loved ones wait for us and come to meet us when it is time to rejoin them.  We know that Charlie is showing Betty all the beauties of the spirit world and that Betty will be enjoying everything to the full, the way she embraced life here in the physical.  Love and blessings to you Betty!

Over the years, spiritualism has seen some subtle changes in mediumship, with a lot more emphasis on mental mediumship.  We are also seeing it become more “embracing” to other holistic modalities, but though some of these changes are beneficial, I feel that it is important to be true to our roots, to the early pioneers and researchers who brought credibility to our belief system.  New folk coming in to our churches should be given the opportunity of learning about our “history”, the milestones along the journey of progress to becoming an accepted “religion” by an act of Parliament in 1954.  Although we have no creeds or dogmas and are happy for people to form their own opinions, we owe it to our early mentors to ensure that Spiritualism, as we are practising it, doesn’t diversify too much from the basics and become ungrounded and “off with the fairies”.

Our prime consideration should always be to prove, through mediumship, that we are eternal beings who can once again reconnect with our loved ones in the world of spirit after the death of the physical body.  Proof of survival is the very heart of our belief system.  That does not mean that psychic messages have no place at all.  Often there are people in need who are weighed down with problems and are looking for a more material message to give them hope and encouragement in their time of difficulty.  After all, we are here to serve and we need to look at the best possible way of doing this according to the needs of each individual.

Embracing spiritualism can be a wonderful experience for every soul who is looking for the meaning of life.  It answers all the questions that we ponder, in a clear and logical manner.  It takes away the fear of death and of judgement.  We come to really see and understand that we are responsible for our lives, by our thoughts and actions and we alone will be the judge of what we have created/achieved when we pass to spirit.  When we open our consciousness to the many different levels of awareness that exist, we allow ourselves to experience more fully the vast creation of Divine Consciousness, which we call God.  

I have known people who feel no joy or wonder at the amount of beauty that exists around us all.  They are dead inside to the magic of Mother Nature and therefore cannot take advantage of the healing and uplifting qualities she provides.  Some may laugh at “hugging” a tree or standing with your spine aligned to its trunk, but to those sensitive enough to energies, they will feel a vibration and connection to that tree.  We are all linked together, for all creation throbs with the energy and love of its creator.  In a perfect world, we would realise this and each kingdom would work together in harmony for the benefit of the whole.  However, until we evolve enough to put power, greed and self way down the ladder of desires and love, compassion and service at the top, we will be a long time waiting for this moment.

May these glorious winter days of warm sun and blue skies uplift your spirits and fill you with gratitude for the many wonders of life we enjoy. 

Until next month, much love and blessings to you all.

Wendy

