MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Hello again and greetings to you all,

As man journeys through incarnation after incarnation, there will come a time when he will move beyond enjoyment of the physical aspects of his life experiences and he will begin to question more deeply the reason for his existence.  Without purpose and understanding, there is no sense of fulfilment, and each soul will reach a point where it wants and needs to evolve in some way.   How long it takes for a soul to reach this level will depend on the individual, but spiritually we are all heading in the same direction, though we may make many detours on the way.   

With the pursuit of knowledge and understanding, we may well find ourselves going in totally opposite directions to those around us, but we all have our own pathways to walk and our own experiences to move through.  When I was 20 I hitch-hiked from the Huon Valley in Tasmania (where I was picking apples for three months) to Hobart so that I could become confirmed in an Anglican Church there.  I enjoyed the experience but as time moved on and life’s challenges confronted me, there were discrepancies and difficulties and a lack of answers to the questions I was seeking within orthodox religion.  I felt more comfortable with the teachings of Buddhism until spirit decided to open other doors for me and point me in the direction I was meant to be.  Over the years Spiritualism has provided me with the answers and the logical explanations I needed and the commonsense approach I felt comfortable with accepting.  

Many different folk have come through the doors of our church at Spring Hill.  Some have been in mourning or weighed down with the problems of the world on their shoulders.  Some have been searching for understanding, perhaps moving from one religion to another to find that special “something”.  Some have come seeking healing either for the mind, body or soul.  Some we have been able to help and others we haven’t.  Some are so entrenched in their orthodox backgrounds that they are not open to looking at things with fresh eyes.  They want help and they want answers but are conditioned by fear from their religious teachings and hang on to old dogmas and creeds. 

Recently I spoke with a gentleman who had come to two of our Sunday Services and also one of our Monday night healing groups.  He seemed to be happy with what he had seen up to that point, but he didn’t like the concept that we accepted that Jesus was a great teacher, a “Master”, but was not God, the Great Divine Source of life.  He adhered strongly to the belief in the Trinity and therefore deduced that he was obviously “in the wrong place” and would return to his own religion.  He is a soul who is still searching and seeking and I hope he finds his pathway very soon.  I don’t feel he will find it if he travels backwards to where he has been, as that did not provide him with his answers before.  He needs to move forward on his journey and look for knowledge elsewhere, but at the same time allow himself to be open to new ideas and the release of old patterns. It may well be that he can take some of what he experienced at this church, some of what he feels comfortable from his own church and begin to build his own belief system incorporating a variety of different ‘religions’.

Shortly after this encounter, I stumbled across a book written by Annie Besant called, “The Masters”. (Annie Besant was the President of the Theosophical Society from 1907-1933 and inspired thousands of men and women in their spiritual life with her outstanding oratory and journalism.  Some of her books are available in our library.)  As we often refer to Jesus as a “Master”, I was interested to read her definition of the word which is “a human being who has perfected himself and has nothing more to learn on earth, who lives in a physical body on earth for the helping of man, who takes pupils that desire to evolve more rapidly in order to serve it, and are willing to forsake all for this purpose.”

How many Masters continue their great work on the earthplane at this very moment?  We have heard over the years of the great Prophets and Gurus that attract countless numbers of followers.  I wonder how many of those were “Masters”.  They have also been called an Adept, an Arhat, a Rishi or a Mahatma.  Sometimes we meet with people who fill us with admiration and inspiration.  They may not be “Masters” but they have progressed so far along their pathway that they show us what we should be striving for and inspire us to keep moving upwards on our spiritual ladder.  We are all at different levels of evolvement therefore we all need different teachers.  Are we ready to meet a “Master?”  In the early days of my initiation into Spiritualism, one of the phrases that still sticks out in my memory is, “when the pupil is ready, the Master appears”.  Perhaps that is all we really need to know.

Love and blessings until next month.

Wendy

