Minister’s Message

Hello friends. I hope you all had a lovely extended Easter break, which this year included the Anzac Day celebrations as well, and for once it didn’t rain every day so the campers would have been happy!  This year Easter fell at the end of April, but as we well know, it can be anywhere between 22nd March and 25th April.  The date for Easter (as proclaimed by the Council of Nicaea in 325AD) is the first Sunday after the full moon that follows the Equinox (March 21st) If the full moon occurs on a Sunday, Easter Day is the following Sunday.  My daughter and I were both born on a Good Friday but it’s extremely rare for either of us to ever celebrate our birthdays on that special day.  This year I came very close – it was the day after on Easter Saturday!  One year one of us will crack it!!

I’ve found recently that I’m spending more and more time wandering around the garden and not worrying so much about the housework!  A couple of days ago I was outside when I was reminded that, “You are nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere else on earth”.  I am very conscious of the healing and the beautiful calming energy that we all receive from Mother Nature as we tend our gardens.  Even if we do not all have a garden, we can enjoy this beautiful energy by having plants placed in window boxes or along patios and verandas and using our intuition to select the colours and shapes of the plants we feel drawn to.  As we strive to become more attuned to all the natural healing facilities this earth provides, do not underestimate the simplicity of being “still”, walking amongst the trees and plants and consciously connecting to the universal “God-mind”, the font of all healing, love and wisdom.   If you are feeling a bit down, an afternoon in the botanical gardens will often achieve just as much as an anti-depressant!

When choosing the plants for your special area, it’s useful to know that certain qualities are attributed to many of them, so this may well influence your choice.  As we have just moved through the Easter period, I thought it interesting to learn that there is a legend associated with the poinsettia that states that this beautiful flower was originally pure white, but at the time of the death of Christ one of the drops of his blood fell into the centre of the flower and turned it blood red.  From that time onwards, all over the world where this flower grew, it changed from it’s original pristine white colour into deep red.

Jasmine is the most fragrant of all flowers, the perfume reflects the prayers of the angels and its snowy whiteness reflects divine peace.  This would be a perfect choice for Anzac Day commemorations, to plant in war cemeteries, or anywhere where you’d like to sit outside to meditate or soak up the energies of peace.

Anemones sleep through the cold winter months and emerge vibrant and freshly cloaked with the garments of spring.  They are known as the flower of transformation; a perfect choice to plant ready for spring flowering or to pin-point a time of change or transformation taking place in your life.

Many pet owners on losing their animals, decide to bury them in a special spot in their garden.  I wonder how many of them choose to plant rosemary for remembrance or perhaps a rose bush for love?  Even the pretty little pansy would be appropriate – “pensez a moi”, “think of me”.

With their beautiful, uplifting colours and fragrances, there are flowers to suit every position and situation.  Is it any wonder that we use them to express messages of love, congratulations and joy to our family and friends.  They often say what we are incapable of expressing.  (Say it with flowers!)

Often we will find that the answers to many of life’s problems are not as complicated as first thought and simple solutions can sometimes be right under our nose.  It was pleasing to see a recent programme on television, detailing the work of a gentleman north of Brisbane who was having great success helping people suffering from skin problems etc. with special creams he had made from pawpaws.  He actually turned down vast amounts of money from drug companies for his formula because he was concerned the companies would shelve his product and he wanted the public to benefit from it.  How selfless is that?  In the highly material world of today I find it so reassuring to realise that there are still visionaries out there who won’t allow money to dictate to them.  I am also convinced that spirit uses people like this to inspire and direct them to find the answers they need so that they can help others who are suffering.  

Through inspiration, the spirit world brings much needed help to mankind, not only in the field of medical research and science, but also in the lighter areas of the arts, music, painting, poetry and literature.  Many of us do not realise to what extend we are inspired by spirit to bring about our greatest achievements and if we have lived a life of service on the earth-plane, that will no doubt continue in spirit when we vacate the earthly body.  Our vice-president Eunice, who passed to spirit in Dec. last year, was working away with her husband Bill in the healing room last Tuesday, helping him direct the beautiful healing energies and continuing the work she used to do here in the church.  Many past members of this church and the committee, come and visit us from time to time, either to pass on messages to friends and family, or to help those working in the field they were interested in, and it’s lovely to know they are still around us.  The work never stops in either world.  Our path must always be that of progress and evolution which we achieve through the love, caring and service we render to others.

May the month ahead provide you with all you need to live your lives more fully in the knowledge that the Divine Creator is with you always.

Love and blessings until next month
Wendy  

